Garry Ryan Interviewed by David Alan Binder – October 1, 2016
1. Where are you currently living?
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
2. What is the most important thing that you have learned in your writing experience, so far?
Keep writing. It sounds simplistic. The thing is, it’s one of the most difficult/significant things I’ve learned. Keep
writing.
3. What would you say is your most interesting writing, publishing, editing or illustrating quirk?
Use of compressed imagery to paint quirky characters, settings and scenes so as not to detract from the story.
4. Tell us your insights on self-publish or use a publisher?
It takes a team of people to create a book. The publisher, editor, book designer, publicist and writer are all critical
elements of the process.
4a. Who is the name of your publisher and in what city are they?
NeWest Press Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
5. Any insights eBooks vs. print books and alternative vs. conventional publishing?
Not really.
6. Do you have any secret tips for writers on getting a book published?
Keep writing.
7. How did you or would you suggest acquire an agent?
Any tips for new writers on getting one? I don’t have an agent.
8. Do you have any suggestions or helps for new writers (please be specific and informational as possible)?
Keep writing. There are many ups and downs as a writer. It’s very important to keep writing though all of it, to grow
as a writer, to develop your technique and to keep improving. Find an editor who understands what you are doing
and who will make the book better than you imagined.
9. What was one of the most surprising things you learned your creative process with your books, editing,
publishing or illustrating?
It’s very cool when the characters take over and the story goes in unexpected directions. And it’s a blast when the
fictional world you’ve created replaces the real one.
10. How many books have you written?
Ten published. More written.
11. Do you have any tricks or tips to help others become a better writer (please be as specific and information as
you possibly can)?
Walk the setting whenever you can. Use as many senses as possible and take pictures to remind you of significant
details.
12. Do you have any suggestions for providing twists in a good story?
Look for ordinary people who have accomplished extraordinary things. They provide ideas for twists, which help
make the novel feel authentic.
13. What makes your or any book stand out from the crowd?
A great cover design.

14. What are some ways in which you promote your work?
I hire a publicist who is very good at her job.
15. What is the one thing you would do differently now (concerning writing or editing or publishing or illustrating)
and why?
I would keep writing no matter what is happening. Many times I would allow events to interrupt the writing. I came
to realize there is only one person who can stop me from writing.
16. What saying or mantra do you live by?
Bullshit baffles brains.
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